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Daniel 4: 47-49

king said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is the greatest of gods, the Lord
over kings, revealers of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this
secret.”
the king appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many
valuable gifts. He made Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as
well as chief over all his wise men.
Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to be in charge of all the affairs of the province of Babylon, while
Daniel remained in the king’s court.
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Daniel 4: 47-49

47.

The king said to Daniel,
“Truly, your God is the greatest of gods,
the Lord over kings, revealers of mysteries,
for you have been able to reveal this secret.”

48.

Then the king appointed Daniel to a high position
and gave him many valuable gifts.
He made Daniel ruler over the whole province of
Babylon, as well as chief over all his wise men.

49.

At Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego to be in charge of all the
affairs of the province of Babylon, while Daniel
remained in the king’s court.
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1.

So how does the head of a secular super power end up making a such a
public declaration about God ?

2.

Why would the Lord direct out attention to this event that occurred such
a long time ago ?

3.

What relevance could this have for us in the 21st century?

• To answer all these questions we need to look at the back- story?
• It all begins with ...
“I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.[
Reading Daniel 2: 1-13

1.

In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams;
his mind was troubled and he could not sleep.

2.

So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers[
to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king,
he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it
means.[

3.

4.

Then the astrologers answered the king,[ “May the king live forever!
Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”

5.

The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided:
If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it,
I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble.
But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me
gifts and rewards and great honour. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”

6.

7.

Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the dream,
and we will interpret it.”

8.

Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying to gain time,
because you realize that this is what I have firmly decided:

9.

If you do not tell me the dream, there is only one penalty for you.
You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the
situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you
can interpret it for me.”

10.

The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who can do
what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked
such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer.

11.

What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except
the gods, and they do not live among humans.”

12.

This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of
all the wise men of Babylon.
So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were
sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.

13.

• Imagine: living and working in environment of where your personal
safety is nonexistent?
• Imagine: you’re under horrendous pressure....Consent Danger –
indeed you very life could be taken from you at any time?
• Imagine: your boss having such power over you that ...
Failure means Death and Success means Promotion
• Would you be able to survive a life like that?
• to be continued....

